In Response - Salt Spring needsa surgery
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By William Yeo

Last week’s Driftwood had articles by, or aboutethdoctors: Dr. John Morse, Dr. Shane Barclay@mdHolly
Slakov. I'm sure that there are other medical g@mals on the island who have a different viewhefsurgical issue
than that expressed in these articles.

Quotes from the Dr. Morse article written by KaMauat:

"44 endoscopies per month

"the cast includes the great operating room teahad Minto Hospital nurses and doctors"

"All of this new technology is at the fingertips thie operating room team at Lady Minto"

"He (Dr. Morse) also commented that the OR spaaeniazing and equipped with first class equipmentisH
particularly pleased with the cleaning proceshasdgives him confidence that the scopes are safe."”

Quotes from the Dr Barclay article:
" The OR — which has not closed — is no longer raew nor state of the art.”
Seems to be a bit of a disagreement on this point.

| have been told that the LMH operating room ioatter of magnitude better than Duncan, so why V&h#A taking
advantage of it?

| have been a patient of a number of off-islanccEdists, benefiting greatly from the expertisdlodse doctors. | am
sure there might be even more than the 31 speesl#cans, procedures listed by Dr. Barclay.

| cannot imagine anyone on Salt Spring ever enteniathe thought that most of the specialities tiwered in the
articles by Barclay and Slakov would ever be predidn Salt Spring. It is a pipe dream, and, besidest of us have
had the need of these off-island specialists amavidhat highly trained specialists practice in titg. So in that way,
our doctors are absolutely correct in their commeagarding them. It's a no brainer.

There are, however, a couple of procedures thabguhout at me.

(a) Ophthalmology, which is currently made avaiaby Dr. MacGregor in Lady Minto for Salt Spring&rsom for
any number of very valid reasons find it diffictdttravel to Duncan for the service.

(b) Urology was provided for many years by Dr. Grat Lady Minto.

| have been told that Dr. MacGregor, in 2008, agkedb cataract surgery in our new surgery. LadgtMfoundation
was willing to contribute $200,000 to purchaserdguired equipment. VIHA refused permission; sd)a8arclay
states, this procedure has had to continue to tierpeed off-island. Why, if the surgery is goinglie done
somewhere, why not do it in Lady Minto where it Wibmake life a lot easier for the patients?

"It is no more hardship or inconvenience to ledweisland for general surgery than it is for thengnundreds of
specialist services for which islanders alreadydéa. . Really!



It might not be a great hardship for me or someistho go off-island for specialist services, Ihatts certainly not
true for many of our residents. There are ceriaiies when it would be critical to have access ¢ge@eral surgeon
who is resident on the island. For appendicitissicample, | would surely wish to have a residengson. Even more
critical: what if it is past the last ferry depadiand the island is bathed in heavy fog (not ual)sand the helicopter
can't land. It has happened in the past when angatiho needed other critical medical support cowtdbe
transported off-island.

Do we as patients not know the difference betwesrernl surgery and specialized surgery? Yes wgVaocare not
complacent as patients; not anymore.

Quote from Dr. Slakov:
"would it be nice to have . . . cataract surgerythe list goes on."

To remind everyone, cataract surgery could hava peavided to our aging population at no equipnuast to VIHA
but was refused.

So what are some of things that the under-utilmegery could be used for beyond endoscopies. Hmwtaritical
time sensitive general surgery? How about otheripusly denied services such as cataract surgetylantal
surgery. Other general surgeries such as hernggigyrobstetrics, tonsillectomies, appendectomée® libeen
performed for years at Lady Minto by a residentegahsurgeon.

Could our surgery serve as an alternative to seelvity booked hospitals as Duncan for non overnigbbvery
operations such as the ones just mentioned? l'entkat there are many other procedures of the sgree

In my opinion a hospital is not a hospital if item't have a surgery. It is just another clinic &ed on this small,
resourceful Island, don't need another clinic, wechan operating room and a real hospital.

The writer has been a Salt Spring resident forday,
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